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May 14, 2009 
¨ Crossover Deadline: 
 
 The week of May 11 has become may-
hem with the flurry of bills on the calendar 
due to the crossover deadline on Thursday at 
midnight.  This week Senate republicans 
called on Democratic leaders to allow bills 
tied up in committee a chance to advance to a 
floor vote by this week’s crossover deadline.  
This deadline required most bills to pass ei-
ther House or Senate chambers by today (May 
14th) or lose eligibility for further considera-
tion until 2011.   
 “As in years past, a number of intro-
duced bills were sent to committee and never 
heard again,” said Senate Republican Leader 
Phil Berger.  ’Many of these bills have long 
been supported by a majority of our citizens 
yet Democrats have refused to allow debate or 
votes on these proposals.  It is past time for a 
more open process in the North Carolina General  Assembly, one in which a bill, if filed, is entitled to a commit-
tee hearing.” 
 
Few Examples are: 
 1. Senate Bill 87– Taxpayer Protection Act. 
  An act to impose Constitutional limits on the growth of the state budget. 
 2. Senate Bill 1052– Limit General Fund Expenditures 
  An act to provide that General Fund expenditures shall not exceed revenue for the previous  
  calendar year. 
 3.Senate Bill 494-  Annexation/Meaningful Services and Oversight 
  An act to amend the annexation laws to require meaningful services and meaningful oversight. 
 4. Senate Bill 351– No felon as sheriff 
  An act to amend the Constitution of North Carolina to provide that no person convicted of a felony 
  is eligible to be elected sheriff. 
 5. Senate Bill 272– Defense of marriage. 
  An act to amend the states Constitution to provide marriage between a man and a women is the  
  only domestic legal union that shall be recognized in the state. 
 
 Republicans are frustrated that Democrats devote precious time to advancing such bills as House Bill 588, 
to adopt an Official NC Irish potato festival, while ignoring other bills.   


