April 23, 2009

§ Senate News:

This week marks the 12th week of the General A { { ‘
s emb | y @310 e$ionnd things are still moving By l”
swiftly. The week started on Monday with the passage §88 ¢
resolution honoring the 75th anniversary of the Great
Smoky Mountains National Park, a favorite vacation de
nation for many North Carolina Families. On Tuesday
morning , Senate and House republicans hosted a new|
ference highlighting differences with Legislative Democ
on the State Health Plan bailout, changes to the public
school sex education curriculum and taxpayer financing
municipal political campaigns.

With regard to the State Health Pl&gnate Bill
287, Senate Republican leader Phil Berger said,
fLegi sl ative Democr ats ar e-rub 8tatd HealtlyPlao at & treméndoushcashtd Norihy
Carolinas taxpayers and state employees. This legislation harms North Carolina families by costing taxpayers c
700 million dollars, hiking premiums for dependents of state employees and increapirggas and dedu
conference repowas adopted Wednesday by both the House and Senate largely along party lines and the bill nc
goes to the governor.

Democrats in the House passed legislation last week requiring the inclusico @ sol e d fic ompr €
education curriculum in the public schools. Current law provides for teaching sex education using a curriculum
phasizing abstinence before marriage. Republicans amendments made several changes to what House republ

leader PaulStam(Rake) call ed fAan otherwise bad bill o duri
sult, the bil]l no | onger required that students be
rental consent form is not returned. Republicans
guiring middle school students to be taught that i

bill will next be considered in the Senate.

On Tuesday, House Democrats also passed legislation which would force taxpayers to pay campaign ex|
for candidates for local municipal office. Republicans argues that this will force citizens to fund the campaigns c
candidates they do not support. AWith the fiscal
we need is a new spending plan to |ine politician:t
the legislative session concludes.

When asked by a reporter at the news conference about a Federal Prosecutor probing allegations that fo
Democratic Gov. Mike Easley and His family were provided personal use vehicles at no charge by a Robeson ¢
Car dealership, Senator Berger said that the U.S.
mi ni stration is expected to name a new U.S. Attor:1
Attorney, whoever that might be, to retain the pr
apparent failure of Democratic Attorney Roy Cooper to take action regarding the issue.


http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2009&BillID=s287
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2009&BillID=s287
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2009/Bills/Senate/PDF/S287v7.pdf

g Finance Committee Proposal:

The Senate Committee previewed an outline of legislation Wednesday designed by democrats to rais
additional revenue to cover the 500 million dollar gap in their spending plan. This proposal would also result
in significant changes in North Carolinabs tax s
sales and income tax rates, increase the base of income subject to taxation, add a new sales tax to several |
sonal services such as mechanical and home repairs and raise taxes on cigarettes and alcohol. Senator Be
of Rockingham said "While | support efforts to improve our tax system and lower income tax rates, Democra
are using this bill as a way to hike taxes under the guise of modernization. This is the tax part of their tax an
spend. O

Visit the link for the Institute of Emerging Issues website and check otithealculatoto see the
effect of rate changes on the states revenue and balance the budget on your own!

s Upcoming Legislative Bills:

-Senate Bill 400
No increase in UNC In State Tuition

-Senate Bill 87
Taxpayer Protection Act, Impose Constitutional limits on the growth of the State Budget

-Senate Bill 571
Televise Legislative Session, An act to study the possibility of televising the legislative session
and committee meetings.

-Senate Bill 123
An act to allow warrantless searchers of probationers and parolees by law enforcement official:
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http://ncsu.edu/iei/interactive/calculator/calculator.php
http://ncleg.net/Sessions/2009/Bills/Senate/PDF/S400v1.pdf
http://ncleg.net/Sessions/2009/Bills/Senate/PDF/S87v0.pdf
http://ncleg.net/Sessions/2009/Bills/Senate/PDF/S571v1.pdf
http://ncleg.net/Sessions/2009/Bills/Senate/PDF/S123v1.pdf

